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Aims of this session: 

• Importance of reading regularly 

• Understand how we teach early reading at Gayhurst

• Ways to support your child at home 

• Answer any questions you may have 



The Simple View of Reading 



The Simple View of Writing 



Birth- 6 months: communication by smiling, crying, and babbling

7 months- 1 year: babbling becomes differentiated

1- 1.6 years: learns to say several words

1.6- 2 years: word “spurt” begins

2- 3 years: talks in sentences, vocabulary grows

3+ years: vocabulary grows

Early communication 



Read Write Inc., developed by Ruth Miskin, provides a 
structured and systematic approach to teaching reading. 
It is used by more than a quarter of the UK's primary 
schools and is designed to create fluent readers, confident 
speakers and willing writers.



Our goal is to teach children to read and write. 
We know children learn at different rates and ages. 
We want to foster a love of reading. 

Phonics enables children to blend and segment adjacent and 
non adjacent consonants in words. 
They apply this skill when reading unfamiliar texts and in 
spelling. Which extends to their independent writing. 



Leaders make sure that pupils learn to read as quickly as possible. Their 
approach is systematic and makes sure that nobody falls behind. Staff use 
assessment well to plan what children need to know next in phonics. Pupils 
practise with books that are matched well to the sounds they have learned. 
Pupils who fall behind are helped to catch up quickly. Teachers often use 
books that link to other subjects. This supports pupils’ understanding across 
the curriculum. Throughout the school, pupils read very well. 



How we teach reading at Gayhurst?  

Nursery/Reception  KS1 – Year 1 and 2 KS2 – Year 3 to 6

catch up if needed

Daily supported 
reading. 

Guided reading. 



There is a study called “Reading Aloud To Children: The Evidence” that 
shows engaging in “decontextualized” talk while reading aloud is 
especially great for language enhancement! This means relating the 
story to the child. For example, if there is ice cream involved in the story, 
you could say to your child “you like ice cream!” This creates 
conversation between you and your child, keeps them involved in the 
story, and hopefully prompts them to continue discussing the book. It’s 
definitely one of the best read aloud strategies for parents!





Learning to read in Key Stage One

We assess children in decoding words and 
then the organise children into groups 
based on number of graphemes they 
recognise in reading. 

We assess children once every 5/6 weeks. 



Learning to read in Key Stage One

Children will have a daily phonics lesson where they practice 
the sounds they are working at and develop their decoding 
and comprehension skills. 



CCVC words

ay
1. Recap sounds taught so far – not by sound cards, but 

by blending CCVC words. Then as you teach set 2, 
recap words with those sounds in them. 

2. Show picture side, explain the story and say “May I 
Play?”. Turn over to the other side, say the sound 
“ay”. Two letters making one sound. Mix new sound 
up with all other sounds known, can they spot it?

3. Go through green words linked to sounds and get 
children to fred talk and then blend. Add these all to 
grapheme chart (spread the red and stack the green)

4. Go through spelling each word, using fingers. For 
each sound, show a finger e.g p-l-ay. 

5. Get children to record sounds in their books. 

6. Introduce reading book and then children read the 
book.



Learning to read in Key Stage One

Children will also get the opportunity to apply the sounds they 
have been learning to their writing. 



Learning to read in Key Stage One

Year one Year two 

• Learning to track a text 
• Pointing and following the 

text
• Decoding 
• Sight recognition of red 

words
• Developing fluency
• Applying phonics to assist 

decoding trickier words 

• Reading a wide range of texts 
• Sight reading, following text 

with eyes only
• Sight recognition of red 

words
• Developing fluency and 

expression 
• Developing comprehension -

both retrieval and inference 
based. 



Daily supported reading. Children read with an adult daily, working on 
decoding, fluency, comprehension and expression. 



Parent guide to Read Write Inc. Phonics - Oxford Owl

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-
oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/reading/reading-schemes-oxford-levels/read-write-inc-phonics-guide/



