
Wednesday 18th November 2023

Reception Maths parent/carer workshop 



Aims for the session: 

- Understand the Maths curriculum in Reception

- Understand the importance around number 

- Understand the mathematical terms used

- Understand how best to support your child at home 





SIX KEY AREAS OF EARLY MATHEMATICS LEARNING





Mastery
Mathematical behaviours

An important element of children achieving deep understanding of numbers to ten is their attitude 
towards and confidence in working with these numbers. Children need to feel that they are ‘good’ with 
number and can find solutions, even if they find a problem initially more challenging. Effective 
mathematical behaviours include:

•having a go
•having another go
•estimating
•wondering
•checking
•Exploring

Mastery is developing a deeper understanding of a concept. Being able to make links within a concept, 
problem solve. Mastery is not learning larger numbers or adding two large numbers together. 





Number formation

Teaching correct number formation is as critical as learning to read or 
learning number bonds.

When it comes to leaning how to learn to write numbers, certain 
foundations need to be in place before children are ready to learn to 
form them. They need to be able to reproduce a vertical, horizontal and 
diagonal line.

- Sing a rhyme to remember the pattern 

- Make it creative – get messy! 

- Repetition.



Children starting to have 
a go, some errors. 

Through regular practice, 
children now forming 
numbers correctly more 
consistently. 



In Reception, children start the year focusing on one number each week. 

Show example of 3



Subitising is when you are able to look at a group of objects and realise 
how many there are without counting.



A number bond is a pair of numbers that always add 
together to make another, larger, number. Children are 
introduced to this concept through number bonds to 5. 



Concrete: 

Pictorial:

Abstract:  4 + 1 = 5  

Number bonds



Create as many number bonds as you can, 
using the resources at your tables. 



Children being able to spot the pattern of it 
increasing by 1 each time. See the amounts get 
bigger. Spotting it goes from 1 all the way to 9 and 
the pattern repeats itself. 

Confusion: crossing the 10 barrier!

17, 18, 19 ...
27, 28, 29 …  



Big focus around language and contextualising language. Always
supporting with concrete resources for children to visually see. 

More than/greater than

Less than

Equal  =  the same 

Numbers that look different, but are the same



Equal and unequal



Odd and even numbers 

What do you notice about odd numbers?

What do you notice about even numbers?

Even numbers have a 
partner. 

Odd numbers don’t have a 
partner.

Numicon example



Double facts 

Adding the same number 
to itself. 





THANK YOU!

 Questions?

 Useful links:

 https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-

years/counting

 https://nrich.maths.org/

 Early Years | NCETM

https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/5-7-years/counting
https://nrich.maths.org/
https://www.ncetm.org.uk/in-the-classroom/early-years/

