Gayhurst Teaching and Learning Curriculum Overview
Reception – Year B
Autumn 1
Healthy Living (Sci;
PE)

Autumn 2
Puppets and theatre
(Art;D&T)

Spring 1
Toys (H)

The Gruffalo

Key texts

Spring 2
Summer 1
People who help us Life cycles
(PSHE)
(Sci)

Summer 2
Castles
(H)

You choose, Choices Choices,
Handa’s surprise

Bad tempered ladybird;
Hungry Caterpillar; Titch; Mad
about minibeasts; Down by
the cool of the pool
London Zoo

Mike the knight, King Arthur,
Prince cinders, Paperback
princess, Tell me a Dragon

They are confident to speak in a familiar group,
will talk about their ideas, will choose the
resources they need for their chosen activities.
(ELG)
Children talk about how they and others show
feelings, talk about their own and others’
behaviour, and its consequences, and know that
some behaviour is unacceptable. (ELG)
They adjust their behaviour to different situations,
and take changes of routine in their stride. (ELG)
They use past, present and future forms accurately
when talking about events that have happened or
are to happen in the future. (ELG)
They answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions about
their experiences and in response to stories or
events. (ELG)
Children express themselves effectively, showing
awareness of listeners’ needs. (ELG)

Children play co-operatively, taking turns with
others. (ELG)
They say when they do or don’t need help. (ELG)
They take account of one another’s ideas about
how to organise their activity. (ELG)

Local trips

Discover centre Nov 10th

Bethnal Green museum

Work week visits and Art
focus

Separates from main carer with support and
encouragement from a familiar adult. (DM 3)
Expresses own preferences and interests (DM 3)
Welcomes and values praise for what they have
done. (DM 4)
Aware of own feelings, and knows that some
actions and words can hurt others’ feelings. (DM 4)

Confident to talk to other children when playing,
and will communicate freely about own home and
community. (DM 4)
Is more outgoing towards unfamiliar people and
more confident in new social situations. (DM 4)
Demonstrates friendly behaviour, initiating
conversations and forming good relationships with
peers and familiar adults (DM 4)

Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural
expectations in the setting. (DM 5)
Enjoys responsibility of carrying out small tasks.
(DM 4)
Confident to speak to others about own needs,
wants, interests and opinions. (DM 5)
Explains own knowledge and understanding, and
asks appropriate questions of others. (DM 5)

Can usually adapt behaviour to different events,
social situations and changes in routine. (DM 4)
Initiates conversations, attends to and takes
account of what others say. (DM 5)
Aware of the boundaries set, and of behavioural
expectations in the setting. (DM 5)

Communication
and Language

Is able to follow directions (if not intently focused
on own choice of activity). (DM 4)
Responds to simple instructions, e.g. to get or put
away an object. (DM 4)
Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people that
are of particular importance to them (DM 4)

Listens to stories with increasing attention and
recall. (DM 4)
Can retell a simple past event in correct order (e.g.
went downslide, hurt finger). (DM 4)
Able to follow a story without pictures or props.
(DM 5)
Uses language to imagine and recreate roles and
experiences in play situations. (DM 5)
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.
(DM 5)

Beginning to understand ‘why’ and ‘how’ questions.
(DM 4)
Uses talk to connect ideas, explain what is
happening and anticipate what might happen next,
recall and relive past experiences. (DM 4)
Questions why things happen and gives
explanations. Asks e.g.who, what, when, how (DM
4)
Links statements and sticks to a main theme or
intention. (DM 5)

Maintains attention, concentrates and sits quietly
during appropriate activity (DM 5)
Listens and responds to ideas expressed by others
in
conversation or discussion. (DM 5)
Uses talk to organise, sequence and clarify thinking,
ideas, feelings and events. (DM 5)

Physical
Development

Holds pencil between thumb and two fingers, no
longer using whole-hand grasp. (DM 4)
Can copy some letters, e.g. letters from name(DM
4)
Uses one-handed tools and equipment, e.g. makes
snips in paper with child scissors. (DM 4)
Eats a healthy range of foodstuffs and understands
need for variety in food. (DM 5)
Shows some understanding that good practices
with regard to exercise, eating, sleeping and
hygiene can contribute to good health. (DM 5)

Holds pencil near point between first two fingers
and thumb and uses it with good control. (DM 4)
Begins to form recognisable letters. (DM 5)
Moves freely and with pleasure and confidence in a
range of ways, such as slithering, shuffling, rolling,
crawling, walking, running, jumping, skipping,
sliding and hopping. (DM 4)
Dresses with help, e.g. puts arms into open-fronted
coat or shirt when held up, pulls up own trousers,
and pulls up zipper once it is fastened at the
bottom. (DM 4)

Uses simple tools to effect changes to materials.
(DM 5)
Handles tools, objects, construction and malleable
materials safely and with increasing control. (DM 5)
Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace
vertical lines. (DM 5)

Shows increasing control over an object in pushing,
patting, throwing, catching or kicking it. (DM 5)
Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form
recognisable letters, most of which are correctly
formed. (DM 5)
Shows understanding of the need for safety when
tackling new challenges, and considers and
manages some risks. (DM 5)

Trips
PSED

Literacy

Phonics and Balanced Literacy

Mathematics

See maths scheme of work

Understanding
the World

Beginning to have their own friends. (DM 3)
Developing an understanding of growth, decay and
changes over time.(DM 4)
Shows care and concern for living things and the
environment. (DM 4)

Remembers and talks about significant events in
their own experience (DM 4)
Recognises and describes special times or events for
family or friends. (DM 4)
Uses ICT hardware to interact with age-appropriate
computer software.(DM 5)

Shows an interest in technological toys with knobs
or pulleys, or real objects such as cameras or
mobile phones. (DM 4)
Talks about why things happen and how things
work. (DM 4)

Shows interest in different occupations and ways of
life. (DM 4)
They know about similarities and differences
between themselves and others, and among
families, communities and traditions. (ELG)

Expressive Arts
and Design

Beginning to use representation to communicate,
e.g. drawing a line and saying ‘That’s me.’ (DM 3)
Understands that they can use lines to enclose a
space, and then begin to use these shapes to
represent objects. (DM 4)
Engages in imaginative role-play based on own firsthand experiences. (DM 4)

Sings a few familiar songs. (DM 4)
Builds stories around toys, e.g. farm animals
needing rescue from an armchair ‘cliff’.(DM 4)
Engages in imaginative role-play based on own firsthand experiences. (DM 4)
Create simple representations of events, people
and objects. (DM 5)
Introduces a storyline or narrative into their play.
(DM 5)

Understands that different media can be combined
to create new effects. (DM 5)
Constructs with a purpose in mind, using a variety
of resources. (DM 5)
Uses simple tools and techniques competently and
appropriately. (DM 5)
Selects tools and techniques needed to shape,
assemble and join materials they are using. (DM 5)

Uses available resources to create props to support
role-play. (DM 4)
Plays cooperatively as part of a group to develop
and act out a narrative. (DM 5)
Plays alongside other children who are engaged in
the same theme. (DM 5)

Children show good control and co-ordination in
large and small movements. (ELG)
They manage their own basic hygiene and
personal needs successfully, including dressing and
going to the toilet independently. (ELG)
Children know the importance for good health of
physical exercise, and a healthy diet (ELG)

Knows that information can be retrieved from
computers (DM 4)
Looks closely at similarities, differences, patterns
and change. (DM 5)
They talk about the features of their own
immediate environment and how environments
might vary from one another. They make
observations of animals and plants and explain
why some things occur, and talk about changes.
(ELG)
They safely use and explore a variety of materials,
tools and techniques, experimenting with colour,
design, texture, form and function. (ELG)

Tower of London

They give their attention to what others say and
respond appropriately, while engaged in another
activity. (ELG)
They develop their own narratives and
explanations by connecting ideas or events. (ELG)
They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key
events and respond to what they hear with
relevant comments, questions or actions. (ELG)
They listen to stories, accurately anticipating key
events and respond to what they hear with
relevant comments, questions or actions (ELG)
They handle equipment and tools effectively,
including pencils for writing. (ELG)
They move confidently in a range of ways, safely
negotiating space (ELG)
They talk about ways to keep healthy and safe
(ELG)

Completes a simple program on a computer. (DM 5)
They select and use technology for particular
purposes. (ELG)

Children use what they have learnt about media
and materials in original ways, thinking about uses
and purposes. (ELG)
They represent their own ideas, thoughts and
feelings through design and technology, art, music,
dance, role play and stories. (ELG)

